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232 Quin's Notes on the Bonin Islands. 

It remains to propose the principal measures that should be 
adopted for the advancement of this interesting province. The 
port of Iquique, with an increasing population, ought to become 
the capital of the district instead of the town of Tarapaca, which 
has not 1000 inhabitants, and is very far in the interior. Iquique 
is the most important port and point of the province, particularly 
for the exportation of the nitrate of soda ; and it should be made 
an open port by the government, instead of being, as it now is, 
under great, restrictions. The importation of provisions, ma- 
chinery, and tools for the various departments of industry, should be 
entirely free, until its own agricultural produce was found sufficient 
for its maintenance. 



XX. — Notes on the Bonin Islands. By Captain Michael 

QuiN, K.N., F.R.G.S. 

Read, April 28, 1856. 

Extract of Letters relative to Port Lloyd, Peel Island ; one of the Bonin 
Group, m lat. 27° 6' N., long. 142° 16' E. 

June, 1837. H.M.S. ' Raleigh.' 
[After Captain Beechey's visit to and naming this island and port, and taking 
formal possession of the group, as per inscription in good preservation on a 
sheet of copper, as follows : — " H.B.M. ship ' Blossom,' (Japtain F. W. 
Beechey, took possession of this group of islands, in the name and on the 
behalf of His Britannic Majesty, George IV., 14th June, 1827."]* 

1830. The first settlers were Richard Millichamp, a native of 
Devonshire, and his partner Mateo Mozaro, of Ragusa, who had 
been many years in the employment of Mr. Bennett of Rother- 
hithe, near London, an owner of whale-ships in the South-Sea 
fishery, and had also served on board an English sloop of war, 
named ' La Morne Fortunee,' in the West Indies. They sailed 
from " Oahu," the 21st May, 1830, with two Americans, one 
Dane, and. a party of Sandwich Islanders, viz. five men, ten women, 
in all twenty persons, with the countenance and support of Mr. 
Richard Charlton, his Majesty's consul for the Sandwich Islands, 
who supplied Messrs. Millichamp and Mozaro with an " union-jack," 
and a paper describing them as deserving persons, who had, at 
their sole expense and risk, fitted out an expedition to settle on 
one of the "Bonin Islands," as per accompanying documents. 
From the schooner that brought them from " Oahu " two Sand- 

* 1824. Capt. Coffin visited the southernmost group. — 1825. Peel Island, in the 
central group, was visited by the English ship 'Supply.' — 1826. The English 
whaler ' William,' Capt. Th. Young, was wrecked on Peel Island. — 1826. English 
whaler 'Timor.' — 1827. Capt. Beechey. — 1828. Capt. Liitke. — 1853. Commodore 
Perry. — Er>. 
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wich Islanders and one American deserted, increasing their numbers 
to twenty-three. 

1831. The English ship ' Partridge,' Captain F. Staners, ar- 
rived ; of her crew seven deserted. 

1832. The English bark ' Walmer,' Captain Robins, arrived ; 
of her crew one deserted. 

] 833. The English whaler ' Amelia Wilson,' Captain Wilson, 
was wrecked about 40' to the northward of Port Lloyd ; three 
boats arrived with twelve men, of which number four remained. 
The English whaler ' Cadmus,' Captain Snowden, landed fourteen 
mutinous seamen ; some of these had been shipped at Sydney, 
New South Wales. 

1834. The English bark 'Fawn,' Captain Dale, left two 
English seamen, who, after remaining five or six weeks, re-shipped 
in a bark belonging to the same owners. The English ship ' Cor- 
sair,' Captain Venables, left two men. The English bark ' Daniel,' 
Captain Duncan, from which one of her crew deserted. The 
American ship ' Howard,' Captain Worth, left one man. The 
English bark ' Rochester,' Captain Price, from which one man 
deserted. 

1835. The American ship ' Amazon,' Captain Cressy, lost four 
men by desertion. The English bark ' John Palmer,' Captain 
Lawrence, lost two men by desertion. The English bark ' Folk- 
stone,' Captain Blisse, had one man desert. 

1836. The U.S. ship ' Peacock,' Captain Strepling, with the 
broad pendant of Commodore Kennedy, had two men desert. The 
U.S. schooner 'Enterprise,' Captain Holding, had one man desert. 

1837. The English bark ' Rochester,' Captain Kenny, had two 
men desert. The English bark ' Mellish,' Captain Cawley, had 
one man desert. The English bark ' Caroline, Captain Wheeler, 
had one man desert. The English bark 'Admiral Cockburn,' 
Captain Lawrence, had one man desert. 

The numbers on the island when the ' Raleigh' left Port Lloyd, 
10th August, 1837, were as under : — 

Names. Born at 

Richd. Millichamp .. .. Devonshire, Great Britain. 

Mateo Mozaro Kagusa. 

Alden B. Chapin Boston, United States. 

Nathl. Savory „ „ 

Carl Jolmsen Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Seven men from the .. .. Sandwich islands. 
Thirteen women from the .. „ „ 

In all of original settlers twenty- five, who arrived at Port Lloyd 
24th June, 1830. Of after-settlers there were seventeen, including 
six children, giving thus a total population of forty-two in all on 
the island- 
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The Sandwich Islanders had bound themselves to labour for 
Messrs. Millichamp and Mozaro for a certain period. Messrs. 
Millichamp and Mozaro were of opinion that thirty more families 
— say three persons in each — could be comfortably and substan- 
tially located and fed, having besides a reasonable stock to dispose 
of to ships arriving, to supply themselves with clothing, tools, and 
a few dollars per annum. 

The want of a fixed head, authorized by Government, was se- 
verely felt. 

The " union-jack " given to Messrs. Millichamp and Mozaro 
by his Majesty's consul at the Sandwich Islands being quite worn 
out, and their flag-staff blown down, I considered it my duty to 
supply these deficiencies. 

" Peel Island has already in good cultivation, sweet potatoes, 
Indian corn, onions, yams, pumpkins, water melons, and sugar- 
cane. Tobacco has been planted with such success that it is 
likely to give them a great deal of trouble from its spreading so 
fast, and the want of hands to gather it in and prepare it. It is 
said to be of excellent quality. A few good lemon-trees, planted 
from seed, bear well, but are neglected. Pigs are in great abun- 
dance. Wild hogs are numerous ; also a breed of dogs from the 
Sandwich Islands are so well taught that they will at any time, 
under the direction of their masters, find, attack, and bring down 
the largest hog." 

" The island has also many jungle fowl. Goats in a wild state 
are numerous on the Southern Head, which at high water is an 
island ; no tame ones, save a pair left by the ' Raleigh.' " 

" There are no noxious animals or snakes on the island ; nor 
rats, but many mice. Sharks are numerous, but small : these the 
dogs frequently chase in shoal water, capture and drag high and 
dry on the sandy beach." 

" Although the timber is in great plenty, there is none fit for 
masts : one sort called ' tomana is used for floors and planking 
and ornamental furniture. The mulberry-tree is very hard, and is 
used for posts and stanchions. There is also a small quantity of 
sandal- wood." 

" Not the least vestige of previous occupancy has been discovered 
by the present settlers, who have now been resident since July 
24, 1830, and have examined every part of the island. I am of 
opinion that Peel Island is one of the numerous islands in the 
North Pacific that has never been previously occupied." 

Average State of the Weather at Port Lloyd. 
January .. .. Strong westerly winds, and clear weather. 
Ma -ch ^Moderate westerly winds, occasionally freshes and showers. 

April .. .. Variable winds, inclining to E. ; showers frequent. 
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May . 



June 
July.. . 

August . 
September 
October . 
November 
December 



Average State of the Weather at Port Lloyd — continued. 
Winds more confirmed e. ; dry weather general. 



Do. do. ; with occasional showers. 

Heavy rains ; fresh gales from e. to s.e. 

Do. do. ; occasionally heavy typhoons. 

>Winds generally easterly ; do. do. 

Strong winds, generally s.e. ; but incline to s. and w. 
Winds more regular ; fresh and westerly. 

N.B. Typhoons in July, August, September, and October ; greatest strength 
in October. 



XXI. — Report by Assist.- Survey or Robert Austin, of an Expe- 
dition to Explore the Interior of Western Australia. 
Communicated by the Colonial Office. 
Read, February 11, 1856. 
To the Hon. the Surveyor-General, &c. &c, Perth. 

Western Australia, Perth, March 20, 1855. 
Sib, — I have the honour to submit, for your examination and approval, 
and for the information of His Excellency the Governor, the following Re- 
port, bi-iefly explaining the operations of the Expedition to Shark Bay ; and 
adverting to the geological structure, natural productions, water-parting, and 
general character of the interior of this colony to the n. and e. of the settled 
districts, and towards the Gascoigne River, described in the accompanying 
maps and journals, and explored by the party under my command, in pur- 
suance of instructions received, by direction of His Excellency, from the 
Honourable the Colonial Secretary, dated 14th June, 1854, detailing the objects 
the Government had in view in despatching the Expedition, pointing out the 
course proposed for their attainment, and leaving me at liberty to pursue a 
different route, if I saw a corresponding advantage likely to accrue from any 
deviation therefrom ; provided I formed my plan subject to reaching the mouth 
of the Gascoigne, if possible, to meet the ship there at the appointed time. 

The exploring party, under my command, consisted of ten men with twenty- 
seven horses, with one hundred and twenty days' provisions, accompanied by 
Mr. Woodward, who placed himself, with Mr. Chidlow's team, escorted by 
two men, for whom he brought forty days' rations, under my orders, to proceed 
to Cow-cowing, and convey my report of that country to head-quarters. We 
left Mombekine, 14 m. n.e. by n. from Northam, on the 10th July, and 
proceeded by way of Youlanging, where we crossed the Salt River ; travelling 
on a course n. 60° e., through gum-forests and sand-plains 15 m., to Goo- 
malling, a spring and streamlet, at the s. end of a belt of granite country 
about 5 m. long and 3 m. wide, trending n., containing eight thousand acres 
of second-rate land, suitable for a horse run, watered by several streams flow- 
ing into the tributary plains of the Mortlock, or Salt River, and surrounded by 
scrubby sand-plains. 

Travelling thence, on a course N. 3" E., over this land, and across a belt of 
elevated sandstone conglomerate, forming a scrubby forest, we entered exten- 
sive casuarina (swamp oak) plains, dry and hard, and strewed with trees 
uprooted, and water-marked 3 ft. high, indicating occasional heavy floods, 
flowing s. The country maintained this swampy character for 3 m., when 
we ascended a ravine called Walyurmuring, 911 ft. above the level of the 



